Small cell carcinoma of the head and neck.
Treatment methods for patients with small cell carcinoma of the head and neck are changing. Increasing clinical experience with these tumors and a better appreciation of patterns of recurrence, the need for thorough tumor staging, and the importance of chemotherapy as a form of primary therapy have contributed to these changes. Current concepts regarding small cell carcinoma arising in the head and neck are reviewed. Reported results of treatment for a variety of head and neck sites and site-specific relapse rates are summarized. New cases of small cell carcinoma arising in the hypopharynx, paranasal sinus, and from an unknown primary are added to the reported experience in the literature.